TO THE MOST REVEREND FATHER DINET
OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS, HEAD OF
THE PROVINCE OF FRANCE. FROM
RENATUS DES CARTES.

When recently I indicated to the Reverend Father Mersenne by
the letter which I wrote to him, that I would have greatly desired
that the Dissertation which I learned the Reverend Father1 had
written concerning me should have been published by him, or else
that it should have been sent to me in order that I might have it
published with the rest of the Objections that others had sent me;
and when I asked that he should try to obtain this either from
him, or else, because I judged it a most just request, at least
from your Reverence, he replied that he had placed my letter in
your Reverence's hands, and that not alone had you favourably
received it, but that you had even given many indications of singular
sagacity, kindness, and good-will towards me. And this I have very
clearly recognised even from the fact that the Dissertation in
question was sent me. This not only makes me deeply grateful to
you, but it also impels me here to say freely what I think of that
Dissertation, and at the same time to ask your advice concerning
the plan of my studies.

To tell the truth I no sooner held this Dissertation in my hands,
than I rejoiced as though I had in my possession a great treasure ;
since there is nothing more to be desired than either to protest the
certainty of my opinions, as it may haply be if, after distinguished
men have examined them, no error is discovered in them, or else
that I should be shown my errors in order that I may/ correct
them. And just as in well constituted bodies there is a union and
inter-connection of parts so great that no single part employs
merely its own strength, but, especially, a sort of common strength

1 i.e. the Kev. Father Bourdin.